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inpatient care is rendered to bene-
ficiaries from NATO nations and when
either inpatient or outpatient care is
rendered to all others enumerated in
this part. Chapter II, part 4 of
NAVMED P–5020 is applicable to the
collection of and accounting for such
charges.

Subpart F—Beneficiaries of Other
Federal Agencies

§ 728.51 General provisions—the
‘‘Economy Act.’’

The Economy Act, 31 U.S.C. 1535, gen-
erally permits agency heads, or heads
of major organizational units of agen-
cies, to procure goods and services
from other agencies or within their
own agency so long as funds for pro-
curement are available, the order is in
the best interest of the Government,
the source from which the goods or
services are ordered can produce them
or obtain them by contract, and the in-
ternal or inter-agency procurement is
more convenient, or less expensive,
than commercial procurement. Provi-
sions of the Economy Act apply to re-
quests from other Federal agencies for
medical and dental care for bene-
ficiaries for whom they are responsible.
Consult specific provisions of the Act
respecting financial and acounting lim-
itations and requirements.

§ 728.52 Veterans Administration bene-
ficiaries (VAB).

(a) Eligible beneficiaries— Those who
have served in the Armed Forces, have
been separated under conditions other
than dishonorable, and have been de-
termined by the Veterans Administra-
tion (VA) to be eligible for care at VA
expense. Prior to 7 September 1980, vet-
erans status could be obtained by vir-
tue of 1 day’s honorable service. The
following restrictions do not apply to
individuals who are discharged from
active duty because of a disability or
who were discharged for reasons of
‘‘early out’’ or hardship program under
10 U.S.C. 1171 and 1173.

(1) For individuals with an original
enlistment in the military service after
7 September 1980, the law generally de-
nies benefits, including medical care.

(2) For individuals entering service
after 16 October 1981, the law generally

denies medical benefits when such indi-
viduals do not complete the shorter of:

(i) Twenty-four months of continuous
active duty, or

(ii) The full period for which that
person was called or ordered to active
duty.

(b) Inpatient control— Each VAB ad-
mitted will be required to conform to
regulations governing the internal ad-
ministration of the naval facility. Re-
strictive or punitive measures, includ-
ing disciplinary action or denial of
privileges, will conform as nearly as
possible to VA instructions.

(c) Resolution of problems— All prob-
lems pertaining to VABs, including ad-
mission, medical or other records, and
all correspondence will be matters of
resolution between the commanding of-
ficer of the naval facility and the VA
office of jurisdiction authorizing ad-
mission. Questions of policy and ad-
ministration which cannot be so re-
solved will be forwarded, through the
normal chain of command, to the Ad-
ministrator of Veterans Affairs via
COMNAVMEDCOM for resolution.

(d) Care in the United States—(1) Inpa-
tient care. An eligible VAB may be ad-
mitted to a naval MTF on presentation
of a written authorization for admis-
sion signed by an official of the VA of-
fice of jurisdiction. Neurological and
certain neuropsychiatric patients with-
out obvious evidence of psychosis and
not requiring restraints, and instances
of suspected tuberculosis, may be ad-
mitted for diagnosis. When diagnosed,
promptly report instances of psychosis,
psychoneurosis, and tuberculosis of
present clinical significance to the VA
office of jurisdiction with a request for
transfer to a VA facility.

(i) Extent of care. Provide eligible
VABs medical and surgical care, in-
cluding prostheses such as eyes and
limbs and appliances such as hearing
aids, spectacles, or orthopedic appli-
ances when required for the proper
treatment of the condition upon which
eligibility is based.

(ii) Disposition of emergency admission.
Notify the appropriate VA office of ju-
risdiction by message or other expedi-
tious means within 72 hours after the
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